
 

Teachers College Columbia University

The Edmund W. Gordon Centennial Conference –
Learning and Thriving Across the Lifespan:
Building on the Gordon Legacy of Affirmative
Development and Equitable Education for Every
Learner

A virtual conference featuring 4 central themes:  (1)
Affirmative development of intellective competence and
agency in human beings; (2) Next generation affirmative
pedagogies, situated and social learning; (3) Next
generation affirmative and formative assessments for
learning and in the service of learning; and (4) Beyond
affirmative action: Towards human rights-based and
equity-centered affirmative development for all. Several
products will emerge from the conference, including a
series of theoretical, conceptual or empirical papers
presented by the speakers of the four Main Thematic
Sessions, to be compiled in commemorative conference
proceedings. In addition, the conference expects new
ideas to emerge toward a new, transformative research
agenda for education; a white paper with
recommendations for educational practice within and
beyond schools; and a “Gordon syllabus,” designed in
consultation with Dr. Gordon and featuring works across
multiple media (articles, books, works of art, etc.) that
have both inspired his work and thinking, and furthered
his ideas.

Contact personnel: 
Madhabi Chatterji (mb1434@tc.columbia.edu) , Erica
Walker, and Amy Stuart Wells

CEJJES Institute and Friends 

CEJJES High School Awards Ceremony, on the
occasion of Edmund Gordon’s 100th Birthday

Long-time educator and family friend of Ed and Susan
Gordon will focus on the annual CEJJES High School
Awards Ceremony for local honor roll students, held on
the grounds of CEJJES near the Gordon residence. This
will be an opportunity to recognize the commitments to
local education work that both Susan and Edmund
Gordon have made over the years, and for a new
generation of high school students to better understand
the history of their benefactors.

Contact personnel: 
Oscar Cohen (oscarpcohen@gmail.com) and 
Chris Sampson (cgsampson@verizon.net)

University of Massachusetts Amherst

Sustaining Diversity, Culture, and Identity in
Pedagogies and Assessments: A Colloquium
Honoring the Work of Edmund Gordon

Contact personnel: 
Steve Sireci (sireci@umass.edu)

Edmund W. Gordon Centennial 
Calendar of Events

June 2 - 3, 2021

June 18, 2021

June 13, 2021 
Edmund W. Gordon's 100th Birthday
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National Academy of Education

Panel Discussion on Equity of Opportunity to
Learn

A panel discussion during one of 3 scheduled slots at
the annual meeting of the National Academy of
Education, to be held in Washington DC (or virtually
depending). The topic will be equity of opportunity to
learn, with perhaps a retrospective on work that the
National Academy of Education has played around
education standards, and opportunity to learn, and
the role of education research.

Website: 
https://naeducation.org 

New York University

A sustained Seminar on Equality of Educational
Opportunity and Learning Adequacy

To take place at New York University throughout AY 2021-
2022, to be led by Drs. McCallister and Gordon. The
seminar will expand on the implications of new advances
in cognitive science and psychology to develop education
change strategies that emphasize will, intention, and self-
determination to address equity for learning.

Contact personnel:
Cynthia McCallister (cynthia.mccallister@nyu.edu)

Edmund W. Gordon Centennial Conference
Calendar of Events

Fall, 2021 - Spring, 2022

November 11 - 12, 2021September 29 - October 1, 2021

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

The Edmund Gordon Lecture (speaker TBA) at the
2021 Sixth International Center for Culturally
Responsive Evaluation and Assessment (CREA) to
be held in Chicago, IL. 

Contact personnel: 
Rodney Hopson (hopson@illinois.edu)

Conference website:
https://crea.education.illinois.edu/conferences/sixth-
international-conference
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UCLA/CRESST and ETS

Further development of an ongoing assessment for
learning seminar

Contact personnel: 
Eva Baker (eva@ucla.edu) and 
Michael Nettles (mnettles@ets.org)

Edmund W. Gordon Centennial Conference
Calendar of Events

Date Coming Soon  

Morehouse College 

An event to re-conceptualize the meaning of
equity in educational opportunity, from a legal
and civil rights perspective, and to create a
legislative action plan.

Contact personnel: 
David Wall Rice (david.rice@morehouse.edu)

Date Coming Soon  

Date Coming Soon  
Timed to be the culminating event for the Centennial 

University of Texas, Austin

A gathering focused on the work of the Collective
of Scholars on the Gordon Paradigm on Research
and Practice, a group that is led by Professor Ezekiel
Dixon-Román (University of Pennsylvania). The work of
this group shows the path forward in major aspects of
Dr. Gordon’s work related to educational research and
practice, focused on equal educational opportunity
based on concepts of appropriateness and sufficiency,
rather than compliance and accountability. UT Austin
will use this opportunity, under the leadership of Dr.
Cherise Smith, Chair of the African and African Diaspora
Studies, to create a fellowship program for visitors to
make use of the Black Diaspora Archive, so that
mentoring opportunities are created for the next
generation of scholars to extend the field into the
future.

Contact personnel :
Cherise Smith (cherise_smith@austin.utexas.edu) and 
Ezekiel Dixon-Román (ezekield@sp2.upenn.edu)

No gathering planned, private
presentation
State Departments of Education

A set of testimonials on Dr. Gordon’s unique impact
on Connecticut’s innovative teacher assessment
policy and practices based on our tenure at the
Connecticut State Department of Education between mid-
1980’s and mid-1990’s

Contact personnel: 
Pascale (Pat) Forgione (pdforgione@gmail.com)
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